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I am writing to urge the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) to promptly approve a petition 
currently pending before the FDA that would establish the descriptive claims “excelient &&ce,” 
“good source,” and “made with” for whole grain content under the Agency’s authority to prevent 
false and misleading food labeling statements (Docket No. 2004P-02231CP 1). I believe that 
FDA approval of this petition would be wholly consistent with your stated goal of working 
towards a healthier America. 

As you know, the FDA created the Consumer Health Information for Better -Nutrition (CHIBN) 
‘Initiative to assist consumers in making wise dietary choices by providing more and better 
information about conventional foods and dietary supplements that will help prevent disease and 
improve health. Among its recommendations, the CHIBN Task Force emphasized the need to . 
improve consumers’ understanding of health consequences from their dietary choices. It is in the 
spirit of such recommendation that I write to you today. 

Virtually all advice to Americans about improving their diets includes the recommendation to eat 
more foods that contain whole grains. While studies conclude consumers are receptive to 
‘messages about nutrition and health and believe whole grains contain important nutritional 
qualities, actual consumption of whole grains is well below the recommended daily intake. 
Consumers remain unclear w to what actually constitutes a “whole &in”‘pii>duct. I believe that 
this petition would go a long way towards clearing up that confusion, 

Further, considering the wide variety of foods that are or could be formulated to contain at least 8 
grams of whoie grain per s&ving (e.g., breads, pasta, breakfast cereals, side dishes, main meals 
and dinners,, crackers, snack bars), it is likely that food manufacturers will respond to the 
availability of these claims by increasing products’ whole grain content, thereby ‘creating a 
greater variety of whole grain produets on the market. Adoption of these claims will improve 
coniumer understanding and, most likely, will encourage consumption of whole.grain foods. 
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PLEASE REPLY To: 

u 11120 WurcrsAcn, Sum 300 
SAN ANTONIO. TX 78230 

1210) 697-9055 

0 1300 MA?AMOROS STREET, sum 1136 0 111 EAST BRON?wAV, Sum 101 
LAFIEOO. TX 7Bwo DEL RIO, TX 7se40 

l956) 72&%82 ts3o) 774-6547 

tJ 107;V&s&A$t.~~ti~14 

(432) ;M7-1313 

httpJ/www.house.gov/boniila 
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I am committed to working with your Department and others toward a  healthier America - 
action on this petition is a  strong step in that direction. I look forward to hearing from you 
regarding this issue and thank you for your attention to this’matter. 

ze Honorable Lester Crawford, D.V.M. Ph.D 
Robert E. Brackett, Ph.D. 
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